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September Events: 
Sept. 6th:       No School- Labor Day 

Sept. 11th:    Patriot Day 

Week of Sept. 13th-17th: Focus on Live R.E.D. Word- RESPECT 

Sept. 13th:    Specials Class Rotation #2 Ends 

Sept. 14th:    Specials Class Rotation #3 Begins 

Sept 17th:     Spartan Spirit Day - Wear Red and Black 

Week of Sept. 20th-24th: Focus on Live R.E.D. Word-EMPATHY 

Sept. 23rd:   Specials Class Rotation #3 Ends 

                        PreK-2nd Grade Picture Day 

Sept. 24th:   Specials Class Rotation #4 Begins 

                        3rd-5th Grade Picture Day 

                        1st Quarter Midterms Available 

Week of Sept. 27th-Oct 1st: Focus on Live R.E.D. Word- 

                      DETERMINATION 

 

 

                      
The Alexander Elementary Staff would like to extend a 

warm “Welcome” to all of our new students and families 

this year.  We would also like to “Welcome Back” all our 

returning students and their families.  We are excited about 

the learning opportunities your child will experience 

throughout the school year.  We also encourage you to take 

part in school activities with your child as we work 

together to make this year a success for all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal: 

 
My name is Mrs. Melissa Guffey, and I am the principal 

for students in preschool through fifth grade.   I am 

honored to say this is my ninth year at Alexander 

Elementary School, seven of those years as principal.  

Those who know me will tell you I lead with a true 

passion for students and accept nothing less than the 

best for all.  I am committed to going above and beyond 

to ensure your child is safe at all times while receiving 

an exceptional education.  I also believe in the 

importance of building a positive school-to-home and 

home-to-school relationship and value what all families 

bring to our school community.   I encourage you to 

contact me with any questions or concerns by calling 

(740)698-8831 or emailing 

mguffey@alexanderschools.org. 

 

Assistant Principal: 

My name is Rich Maskiell, and I am the assistant 

principal at the elementary school.  This is my seventh 

year in this position. Prior to this, I was a special 

education teacher at Wellston Middle School for 10 

years. I am also an alumnus of Ohio University and a 

passionate Bobcats fan. I am excited for another great year 

with you. 

 

NEW STAFF MEMBERS: 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to the new 

members of our staff for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Dillon Freeman: Kindergarten 

Lauren Resetar: 1st Grade 

Savannah Corn: 2nd Grade 

Ryann Kaeding: 3rd Grade 

Cami Chernitsky: K-4 Reading Intervention 

Cortney Beymer: PAX Partner 

Brianna Wollett: Paraprofessional 

FREE BREAKFAST and LUNCH for ALL STUDENTS 

 

As part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Ohio 

Department of Education’s  continued dedication to 

meeting the needs of the whole child during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, all students attending school in 

Preschool through 12th grade will receive FREE 

breakfast and FREE lunch daily. In addition, Alexander 

Local School is offering a hot breakfast option to 

students in the cafeteria four days a week (Mondays-
Thursdays).  Students arriving to school prior to 

7:55am may opt to eat hot breakfast in the cafeteria.  

Otherwise, a grab-and-go style breakfast will be 

available in all elementary classrooms from 7:45-

8:20am daily. 

 

mailto:mguffey@alexanderschools.org
https://www.fns.usda.gov/disaster/pandemic/cn-2021-22-waivers-and-flexibilities
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Ways to STAY INFORMED 

Have you ever asked your child about school and 

received the dreaded response, “I don’t know”?  If so, the 

following information is for you!  

 

The District & School Website: 

www.alexanderschools.org 

 

The district website houses a lot of the pertinent 

information for the entire district, but also for each school.  

To access information specific to the elementary school, 

click on SCHOOLS and then click on ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 

 
 Some items included on the website are, but not limited 

to, School Calendars, Lunch Menus, Teacher Websites, etc. 

 

The Elementary Student/Parent Handbook: 

 
This can be found on the school website under the 

PARENT tab on the right-hand side of the front page.  It 

contains ALL pertinent information for students and 

parents in regards to procedures, expectations, and 

student conduct code. 

 

The School Newsletter 

You will receive school-wide newsletter, like this one, at 

the beginning of each month.  This newsletter can be 

hung up for quick reminders upcoming events, news, 

and other pertinent information.   

The Elementary Facebook Page: 

This page is meant to be a quick way to inform parents 

and community of upcoming events or important 

information.  Photos of special events and school-wide 

programs are posted for your enjoyment.  It can be 

accessed by clicking the “F” Icon on the school website

 
Or copying the following link in your browser: 

https://www.facebook.com/Alexanderprek5/?fref=ts 

  

 

 
The District is offering the "Remind" system for 
messaging at all levels including emergency, weather, 
and general announcements.  The teachers and coaches 
will also communicate messages to parents and students 
(with parental permission for students under the age of 
13) concerning homework, grades and practices. 

The following are codes for REMIND for our schools: 

Elementary General Announcements: @4ake7b 

JH / HS General Announcements: @7c9edk 

School Pointe Mobile App 

 

Download the School Pointe Mobile App to get push 
notifications about delays and school closings. 

Choose Alexander Local Schools after downloading the 
app to stay up to date on school happenings! 

http://www.alexanderschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Alexanderprek5/?fref=ts
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COVID Policy Updates 

Alexander Local Schools has a mandatory mask mandate 

in place for all indoor settings from 7:30am-2:45pm 

daily to help reduce the spread of COVID-19.  This 

strategy alone should also help to minimize the number 

of students quarantined due to possible exposure. In 

addition to the mask mandate, Alexander Elementary 

School has enacted the following items to help reduce 

the spread of COVID-19 and other illnesses in our school 

building: 

• Classrooms have been arranged to allow for 3 ft. 

social distancing when feasible.   

• Desktop partitions are available for use by 

students in all classrooms. 

• Hand sanitizer is available at every entry to the 

school building and in the classrooms.  Hand-

washing is also encouraged throughout the 

school day. 

• The elementary gym has been repurposed and 

used as an additional cafeteria space allowing 

students to be spread out when eating. 

• Students are being released from lunch, no 

sooner than 15 minutes, but as soon as they have 

finished eating to go outdoors.  

 

What do I do if my child must miss school due to 

testing positive for COVID-19 or must quarantine due 

to possible exposure? 

 

If your child has to miss school for either of the above  

reasons, notify your child’s teacher to let them know of 

the situation.  You may request homework.  The teacher 

will gather work for your child to complete within 24 
hours of the notice of an absence.  This work will count 

toward the grade in their class.  These absences will be 

excused absences as long as you provide the office proper 

documentation from a doctor or a local health 

department.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

TARDY TIME: 

The tardy time for ALL students grades Preschool 

through 12th grade is 8:05am.  Any elementary 

student arriving after 8:05am will be counted tardy. 

If the child is tardy, he or she MUST be brought to the 

main entrance of the elementary school to be signed 
in at the office and get a tardy slip before going to 

class.   

 
STATE ATTENDANCE POLICY EXPLAINED 

Your child’s regular attendance to school directly 

impacts the overall success he/she will experience 

throughout their school career.  Excessive absenteeism, 

as well as tardiness, causes students to miss academic 

time and many times causes them to fall behind in their 

work.  This issue alone causes students more stress 

than necessary.  Therefore, we encourage you to make 

your child’s regular attendance to school a priority!   

Key things to remember regarding student 

attendance: 

• Any time your child is absent from school, you 

MUST provide a WRITTEN EXCUSE on the day 

he/she returns to school.   

• A written excuse must be provided in addition to a 

phone call or other contact you make with the 

school in regards to an absence.  Without a written 

excuse, your child’s absence will be counted as 

UNEXCUSED.   

• A parent or guardian can write a note for up to 

eight (8) absences in a school year to excuse a 

child from school.  After eight parent notes, your 

child must have a medical excuse for any additional 

missed days.  

• Get a medical excuse if your child goes to an 

appointment during the school day.   

• All arrivals after 8:30am, and any early releases 

prior to 2:30pm, will be counted as a half day 

absence. 

 

OTHER IMPORTANT POLICIES TO NOTE:  
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ATTENDANCE AWARD CHANGE 

As stated previously, regular attendance to school 

is necessary for your child to be successful; 

however, we also know when a child is sick they do 

not perform as well at school and spread germs to 

others.  Therefore, we have changed our quarterly 

attendance awards from “Perfect Attendance” to 

“Outstanding Attendance.”  The Outstanding 

Attendance award can be earned by being present 

to school at least 95% of the days we are in session.  

 

BUS NOTES & PICK UP CHANGES 
This is a reminder that children do much better with 

consistent routines.  Be sure to plan to have your 

child get on and off the bus at the same place or 

picked up from school every day.  This allows the 

child not to worry about this throughout the school day 

and helps to avoid confusion by school personnel 

making sure your child arrives to school or home 

safely.   

Key things to remember regarding bus notes or 

changes for pick up: 

• If your child’s routine has to be changed for any 

reason, you must send a written note to school on the 

day of the change. 

• Changes to your child’s routine should only be made 

in emergency situations!   

• Phone calls to change buses or pick up will only be 

accepted if received prior to 1:30pm.   

• Four (4) phone calls to the school office are 

permitted per year. All changes beyond this must be 

approved by the building principal.  

 
Drop Off and Pick Up 

Due to the mere size of our school and the number of 
students coming and going, we ask for your help in the 
following ways to help keep our students safe: 
• Drop off begins at 7:30am. No child should be left 

unattended until a staff member is present outside. 
• All students dropped off  must take place in the side 

parking lot  or gravel loop of the elementary building.  
 

• NO PARKING AND WALKING YOUR CHILD across 
the street from the Masonic Lodge area is 
permitted for any reason.  This is a safety matter 
and is very dangerous. 

• Make sure your child has his or her lunch, backpack, 
coats, etc. ready to go as you enter the school parking 
lot. 

• Pull up to the car in front of you to keep from having 
wide gaps between cars.   

• Remain in your car at all times.  School staff on 
duty will help children in and out of cars as needed. 

• ALL students are to exit the car on the right side 
(curbside/ shelter house side) of the vehicle for 
safety purposes.  

• Students are to enter the building through the back 
doors off the playground and report to the cafeteria 
until the bell rings at 7:45am 

• Remain in the line once children are dropped off to 
keep one lane of traffic flowing in and out of the 
parking lot. 

• Keep speeds to less than 10 miles per hour while 
driving through the parking lot.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SILLY STRING PARTY 

The SILLY STRING PARTY with the 

PRINCIPALS will be Friday, 

September 24th at 2:00pm!!!  

This party will include any 

student who attended at least 8 of 

the Book Swap Programs this past 

summer. 

 


