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NOVEMBER UPDATE

-Mrs. Rouse, Principal

It is hard to believe that we are already through the first quarter of the school year. I am very
proud of our staff and students for their hard work in getting this school year off to a great start.
Several exciting things have been happening around our halls.

Our Spartans Live RED program is in full swing. We have recognized over 150 students in the
month of October for exemplifying respect, empathy, and determination. Every Friday we
recognize these students over the announcements and reward them with a small token to
celebrate their great work here at Alexander.

 I would like to give a special shout out Camden Tigner this month. Camden was invited to attempt
a shot on goal at an Ohio University Hockey game. Camden made the goal and earned a $100
donation for our school. We will use this money to help make our annual Jingle Ball an extra fun
event for students this December. Finally, I want to recognize our 2nd grade students who worked
to raise money to help offer relief to those impacted by  the recent hurricane, which made landfall
in Florida recently. These students were able to raise $224.57 for the American Red Cross. This
money will go directly to relief efforts. Great job to our 2nd grade students, Camden, and to all of
our students living RED!

We have also started a new monthly tradition. On the final Friday of each month, we will stop and
have a quick celebration during lunch. During this time we will do a fun activity to build pride in
our school community and recognize our students of the month. Our staff and students work
hard, and we think it is important to stop and recognize that. 

November will bring many important dates. Please mark your calendar now for our Veterans Day
assembly on Thursday, November 10. We would like to extend an invitation to families and
community, especially those who have served our country. Our music teacher, Mrs. Robinson, has
been working with students to prepare a wonderful performance. I will send more information
home next week.

This school year we have adopted a new math curriculum in kindergarten through 5th grade. On
October 20th our staff had continued professional development to better familiarize themselves
with the new curriculum. We are excited to see the gains our students will make. Your teacher will
send home information about what your child is doing so that we can work together to help them
improve this school year. 

Thanksgiving break will be November 23- November 28. Our staff is thankful for our students and  
community. 



Thank you!

          Star staff and 
students of the month

Starting the month of November, we will be
recognizing two students and two staff members
as our standout students and staff of the month.
Our star students will be recognized during
lunch on the last Friday of each month. Star
students will be sent home with a special sign to
display in recognition of their achievement. This
is just one way we are highlighting the fantastic
things our students do throughout the school
year.

We will also begin a new tradition of
recognizing outstanding staff members. We are
lucky to have so many dedicated people in this
building who are committed to the well-being
and growth of our students. 

IMPORTANT DATES

October 31- Specials
Rotation 2 begins

October 31- November 4-
Third Grade State Testing

November 4- Jump Rope
for Heart envelopes due;
Family Movie Night

November 10- Veterans
Day Assembly

November 11- Veterans
Day NO SCHOOL

November 14- Specials
Rotation 3 begins

November 14-18- 4th
Grade IOWA testing

November 22- Jump Rope
for Heart event

November 23-28-
Thanksgiving Break NO
SCHOOL

November 30- Specials
rotation 4 begins

At Alexander Elementary School we are
ONE DREAM, ONE TEAM. 

A community of professionals dedicated to working
together to educate the WHOLE child.

Save the Date
Family movie night

Join us for a FREE family
friendly movie, Super Pets
(PG) on Friday, November

4th in the Alexander
cafeteria from 6-8 p.m.

Doors will open at 5:30. Bring
your pillows and blankets,

cozy up to your friends and
family, and enjoy some free

popcorn with the show!

This event is sponsored by the Alexander PTO and the School

Outreach Program through Athens County Children Services.

For making parent-teacher
conferences a success! We
look forward to working
with you, in the best interest
of your child, so that they
can experience success and
growth this school year. We
are One Dream, One TEAM. 



REMINDER: Temperatures are
dropping! Please remember to send
coats, gloves, and hats as the cold

settles in! We will continue to have
outdoor recess whenever possible.

Please check to ensure that all shot records for
your student(s) are up to date and on file in the
clinic. We are required to keep current
vaccination records for all students in our district.
If there is a reason why your child cannot receive
the required vaccinations, please contact the clinic
to request a waiver form. 

If you are unable to provide a current, up to date
vaccination record or a signed and approved
waiver, your child may be sent home until the
required records are received. 

If you have questions, please contact the clinic at
(740) 698-8831. 

Important reminder From the Clinic

Veterans Day 

Assembly
Thursday, November 10th 

High School Gymnasium

 
Performance will begin at 8:45

Doors open at 8:15 a.m.

 
Veterans in our community are

invited to join us for light

refreshments and pastries before

the performance begins. Thank

you for your service!

All guests should enter at the

high school gym entrance. 

Jump Rope for Heart
Alexander Elementary
students have been invited to
participate in the American
Heart Association's Jump Rope
for Heart. Students may
choose to raise money as part
of this event. Information was
sent home in October. Students
will participate by jumping
during their specials on
November 22.

For more information,
contact Mrs. Lucas or Mrs.

Scurlock through the
elementary school office.

GET INVOLVED! JOIN THE
ALEXANDER PTO!

The PTO does many things throughout the
year to help support our school. Learn

more by attending our next PTO meeting!

Wednesday, November 30th
6 p.m. in the library



 

Each student can have 8 parent notes for the year that are excused as
long as an excusable reason, such as illness, is given. 

There is no cap on the number of medical notes  you can send from a
medical office.

The state of Ohio measures all  absences in minutes and hours, not
day, so every absence will  affect attendance.

"Excessive Absence"  is a measure from the state that says a student
has been absent 38 hours in a month or 65 hours in a year. This is
roughly 6.3 days in a month or 10.8 days in a year. This is marked
whether those absences are excused or not.

"Habitually Truant"  is a measure from the state that says a student
has been absent (unexcused) for 30 consecutive hours, 42 hours in a
month, or 72 hours in a year. These are roughly equivalent to 5
consecutive days, 7 days in a month, or 12 days in a year.

Any student that is "Habitually Truant" will  have an Attendance Plan
created for them with input from the District Truancy Officer, Staff,
and the family.

Continued issues past the Attendance Plan may result in required
Summer School participation, need to repeat the current grade level,
or charges filed on the parent(s)/guardian(s) with the County Court
system.

Many families underestimate the significance of being tardy. Being
tardy is often disruptive to the morning routine, could result in the
student missing breakfast,  and can be disruptive to the entire class if
the student requires help getting ready for the day.

Whenever a student will  be missing school,  please call  the absence line to
let us know. When the student returns to school they will  need a note for
the absence. The state of Ohio occasionally audits these notes, so that is
why a note is needed even if a student has been called off.
 

Please do your best to make sure that your student is on time and present
whenever possible so that they can have access to the best education that
we can provide them with. Together we can help our Spartans learn and
grow to be their best!

IMPORTANT: Understanding Attendance

-Mr. Maskiell, Assistant Principal


