
 Dear Parents, 

   I would like to thank everyone for helping us get off to 
such a smooth start this year.    The staff and students are 
actively engaged in the learning process, and many good 
things are happening everyday.  

  As parents, you too play an important role in the routine of 
the school day and year.  While it may seem insignificant, we 
are quite grateful to everyone who filled out all the necessary 
student information forms and promptly returned them.  The 
information on those forms is a necessity to the efficient op-
eration of our system. 

    Keeping students safe is the most fundamentally important 
thing a school district can do.    Therefore, I need to enlist 
your help in this endeavor.  First, I would like to remind par-
ents that daily absences must be communicated.   You may 
do this in advance by calling the school and accessing the at-
tendance line.  If contact has not been made in advance, we 
will attempt to contact you.  In addition to phone conversa-
tions, please remember to send a written explanation 
or a doctor’s excuse when your son/daughter returns 
to school.  I am sure you understand that a phone conversa-
tion does not provide the documentation necessary to satisfy 
the state requirement for reporting attendance.   

   Another important component of keeping students safe 
involves the transporting of students to and from school.  
We are receiving many phone calls requesting that we get 
messages to students concerning their transportation plans. 
Phone calls should be avoided whenever possible.  Please es-
tablish a consistent routine and change it only in the case of 
an emergency.  If a change is necessary, a written note 
(preferably a bus note) should accompany the student to 
school.  Should an emergency occur and a phone call is un-
avoidable, please do so by 2:00 p.m.  This allows for sufficient 
confirmation, documentation, and communication of the 
change.  I realize this may be inconvenient; however, it is im-
perative in keeping the students safe. 

   Finally, I would like to encourage parents to attend extra-
curricular activities with your children or have a designated 
adult in charge of your child.  Various sporting events and 
activities are available for the students to attend, and these 
activities add significantly to their sense of school spirit.  
School personnel attend these activities; however, they have 
responsibilities to fulfill while in attendance.  Parental supervi-
sion is a vital part to ensuring a positive experience for our 
students. 
   Thanks for your help with these areas.  I hope to see you 
at open house on October 25th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Wingett, Principal 
Alexander Middle School 
Kwingett@alexanderschools.org 

After School  

Program 

The After School Pro-
gram will be held on 

Tuesday and Wednesday 
of every week.   

The program began Tues-
day, October 9, but you 

can still join!  

Permission slips are 
in the office.  Contact 

Mrs. Dodrill  or 
check  

out the Counselor 
Corner of the school 
website for more in-

formation.  
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Upcoming Events 
 
End of grading Period:  
Oct. 19 
 
Book Fair:  Oct. 22-26 
 
Open House:  Oct. 25 
 
Picture Retakes:  Oct. 30 
 
Holiday Gift Show: Nov. 17 

A l e x a n d e r  

M i d d l e  

S c h o o l  

“ Get off Your Tail Get on the 
Fitness Trail” 

Grand Opening of  

Alexander Fitness Trail 

Friday, October 19 

5:00 p.m.—Kick Off 

Equipment Demonstrations 

Food 

Prizes 

Information 

Sponsored by the Alexander School 
Health Team 

Middle School 

Dance 

 

7:00-8:00 

Oct. 25th 
During Open House 



   6th Grade Art Mr. Miller 

                Sixth grade art classes have been 
busy creating clay sculptures and drawings, 
We have just begun a unit on abstract paint-
ing. The 6th  grade artists studied masks 
from around the world and then created 
their own mask designs from clay. They have 
also studied the art of the renaissance, and 
drawn a room using 1 point perspective. 
After a brief look at modern art we are now 
painting a nonobjective work using color and 
shape. Next week we will be painting and 
decorating our masks which will complete 
this years 6 weeks of art. 

   TAG/EXTEND is offering  four 
classes to Middle School students this 
fall.   Students in Visual Media are lean-
ing photography techniques, taking pic-
tures, and are compiling these pictures 
into Microsoft Movie Maker.  We have 
begun preparing for the Southeastern 
Ohio Model United Nations competi-
tion, which will take place on Novem-
ber 29 and 30.  Kaylee Koker, Sierra 
Cell, Jessie Kirk, and Leah Keiter will 
represent The Philippians.   Jody Pratt-
Harrington, Emily Coen, Jacque Gra-
ham, and Haley Flournoy will represent 
Indonesia.  Finally, Lucas Rhyan, Tim 
Faulkner, and Shayla Wright will repre-
sent Greece.  In addition, 6th Grade 
students are solving  math problems in 
Everyday Math.  Mr. Paul Grim, an as-
tronomer, is giving students a hands-on 
experience in Astronomy.  In October, 
students will have the opportunity to 
use Mr. Grim’s observatory to view 
the night sky.  For future classes, visit 
Mrs. Meeks’ web page at www.
alexanderschools.org.   
Rhonda Meeks 

Breakfast is available every day 

Students  are only permitted to have one 
charge on their account. 

  Things in the clinic have gone pretty well this year, but we would like to 
take this opportunity to remind students and parents of a few procedures. 

• Please accompany prescription medications with an official 
note from the doctor.  We will provide a form if requested. 

• All seventh graders are current with their immunization re-
cords. 

                           
                                           Teresa Stalder 

Café’ Corner 
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Health Watch 

TAG/EXTEND 

 
The Athens City-Council Health Departments of Public Health Nursing Division offers a 
wide array of services to the citizens of services.  Listed below are several of the programs 
that are offered 
Immunization Clinics 
BCMH 
ENT 
Vision 
Genetics 
Tuberculosis 
Kindergarten Screenings  
Scoliosis screenings 
Health advocacy 
 
Call (740) 592-4431 for dates and times  

SSSScience cience cience cience     
Mrs. Kearns and Mr. Mrs. Kearns and Mr. Mrs. Kearns and Mr. Mrs. Kearns and Mr. 

LewisLewisLewisLewis    
    

    Mr. Lewis is our 
student teacher un-
til Thanksgiving.  
He is a senior at 
Ohio University and 
is enjoying the en-
thusiasm of the 
sixth grade class.  
Our main focus this 
far has been on en-
ergy sources, and 
matter.  As time 
progresses we will 
be moving on to 
rocks and minerals.  
Make sure you check 
your child’s agenda 
nightly to help keep 
track of homework 
assignments.   

Math with Mrs. Holzaepfel 
Do you remember the order of op-
erations?   Brings back memories 
doesn’t it?  Your child will be us-
ing this math process for the next 
few weeks to solve equations.  We 
have also worked on integers, 
prime and composite numbers. 
Prime factorization, and general 
math vocabulary.  Our math there 
for the year is “Think outside the 
box– there may be more than one 
way to solve a problem!”   I en-
courage you to show your child 
how you learned math.  Times have 
changed and methods are a bit dif-
ferent, but have faith in your own 
math knowledge and abilities– your 
child can learn from you too! I am 
looking forward to some exciting 
math units ahead– including  
Pumpkin Math in October. 
STUDENT SHOUT OUTS: There 
are two students that have shown 
great dedication to learning new 
math concepts: Dalton Steele & 
Josh Dotson– Keep up the fantastic 
work gentlemen! Let’s spread the 
enthusiasm to your whole math 
class! 



VO LUME I I I ,  ISSUE 1 

  Language Arts– Mrs. 
Kasler & Mrs. Payton 

     Our focus this year in 
seventh grade Language 
Arts is to look for the posi-
tive in all situations.  This 
not only applies to what 
we are reading and writing 
in class, but in our atti-
tudes towards ourselves 
and each other as well.  As 
a result, we have started 
the “Spartan Specials” stu-
dent recognition program.  
Each week, a student in 
each class is chosen as our 
Special Student.  The rest 
of the class notes all the 
positive things that those 
special students do during 
the week.  The students 
then write friendly letters 
to their peers exposing 
those positive features.  
We also thank the parents 
and caregivers of these 
special students for writing 
letters to their child as 
well.  These letters are 
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   Science—Mr. Chapman: 

In science we are currently studying 
the scientific method and the metric 
system. We have been reading and 
identifying the parts of an experi-
ment and transferring this knowl-
edge to our in-class soil experi-
ments. Our metric unit will include 
students converting from one metric 
unit to another and having students 
measuring mass, the volume of liq-
uids and solids, and length.  
Our next unit of study will be on 
weather. 
** Please remind students to keep 
all study guides so that they may be 
used in future assessments 

 

Social Studies 
Ms. Kosmo & Ms. Dean 
In Social Studies we have been learn-
ing about Ancient Civilizations. After 
finishing ancient India last week, we 
are hopping over the Himalayan 
Mountains to China. The ancient Chi-
nese had very distinct ways of living 
that are drastically different than what 
many of us know. The students are 
learning about oracle bones which 
were used as fortune telling devices, 
Chinese burial traditions, and the de-
velopment of the Chinese writing sys-
tem. Other topics will include Confu-
cianism, the Qin and Han dynasties  
and the Silk Road.  

 7th Grade Pre-Algebra 
     Ms. Hendrickson’s 7th grade 
Pre-Algebra class has been work-
ing hard with various topics based 
around number sense, including 
integers, order of operations, and 
the basics of the coordinate system.  
Please remember that students can 
always re-do an assignment for 
more credit.   
     Students who received top 
grades for the Chapter 1 Test were 
Emily Coen, Stanley DiBenedetto, 
Jonah Hensley, Benjamin Levine, 
Leah Keiter, Ashley Taylor, and 
Hannah Thomas.  Congratulations! 

   TECH. TECH. TECH. TECH. - Mr. Bach 
 

                        Welcome to a new school year.  
Tech. covers keyboarding, M.S. Of-
fice applications, file management, 
media, browsing, and various other 
applications.  I encourage everyone to 
work hard and have fun computing.  
Be sure to visit us on the web at 
www.alexanderschools.org. 

New School Counseling Intern at the 
Middle School 

 
Hello everyone!  I want to introduce 
myself to all middle school students 
and parents.  My name is Erin Houser 
and I will be the school counseling in-
tern at the middle school level.  Cur-
rently I am working on my master’s 
degree in school and community coun-
seling at Ohio University and hope to 
graduate this spring.  Prior to my stud-
ies at Ohio University, I worked as a 
high school Spanish teacher.  In my 
spare time I enjoy watching sports, 
reading, playing soccer, making jew-
elry, and painting.  I am excited to 
have the opportunity to work with you 
this year and I hope you will stop by 
my office to say hello! 

The Alexander School 
Counselors will support 
students in the areas of 
Academic, Career, and 
Personal/Social Develop-
ment so that they may 
become responsible 
members of a diverse 
community." 



               Mrs. Keiter’s Homeroom returned all papers that needed parent sig-
natures at the beginning of the year before the deadline. 

A big “Hip-Hip-Hooray” for that homeroom! 
              Mrs. Keiter’s seventh- and eighth-grade math students are working 
on Number Sense and Operations at this time. This is one of the State Math 
Standards. Using math review at the beginning of the period, students are 

also keeping up on their past mathematic indicators. The Real Number Sys-
tem, Integers, and Exponents are the topics of the first few weeks of school. 

The goal of each class is to have 100% of the students reach 80% proficiency 
on assessments of these topics. Students can retake tests to work toward this 
goal. At his time, the class closest to that goal is the 7-8 period class. Mrs. 

Keiter’s top math students are Tyler Davidson, Dustin Mullins,  and Courtnie 
Stage. Keep up the good work! 

 
Mrs. Keiter 

Eighth Grade Lan-
guage Arts students 

have recently finished 
their first novel of the 

year.  They have 
learned  many new 

vocabulary words and 
have worked with  the 
new concept of label-
ing characters.  They 
have also been learn-
ing Greek and Latin 
Root Words.  Their 
next unit will involve 
writing business let-

ters to  a hall of fame. 

 

 

   In Eighth Grade 
science, we have 
been working on 
our heredity unit 
with our classroom 
engineer, Mr. 
Bilyeu.  We played 
a fruit fly genetics 
game where we 
saw a simulation of 
how traits pass 
from parent to off-
spring in fruit flies.  
In class Sarah 
Drake & Mariah 
Simms received 
high scores on this 
game!  We will 
play more scientific 
learning games as 
the year pro-
gresses. 

 

 

In Ms. Hendrickson’s 
8th grade math class, 
students have been 
working on order of 
operations and solving 
equations.  Please re-
member that students 
may always  re-do their 
homework assign-
ments for a higher 
grade.   

Congratulations to 
James Bolin, Stacey 
Braley, Sarah Delp, 
Derek Eckert, Victoria 
Lawson, TJ Moll, Cor-
rine Craft, Jeffrey Dep-
uty, Sydney Dotson, 
and Jeffery Gogel for 
earning A’s on the 
Chapter 1 Test!  Keep 
up the good work! 

 

Class Updates 

Alexander Middle School 
6115 School Road 

 
 

Phone: 740-698-8831   Fax: 740-698-8833  
Toll Free Number:  1-800– 628-9517 

Alexander Learners Expect eXcellence 

ALEXANDER MIDDLE 

SCHOOL 

We’re on the web! 
www.

alexanderschools.org 

 

In Ms. Hendrickson’s 
Pre-Algebra class, stu-
dents have been work-
ing hard on concepts 
such as integers, order 
of operations, estima-
tion, and even the co-
ordinate system!  

Students who earned 
top scores on the 
Chapter 1 test were 
Adam Calhoun, Rowan 
Grebeck, Rachelle 
Hart, Jordan Hummel, 
Logan Kruzel, Katie 
Meeks, Sara Osborne, 
Austin Perry, Kristen 
Powell, Jamie Swatzel, 
Gavin Stallard, Zach-
ary Weffler, and 
Charles Whaley.  
Great job! 

 

8th GRADE TRIP NEWS: 
 

All 8th grade students will have an 
opportunity to participate in the 
second of three fundraisers to 
raise money towards their DC/

Gettysburg 2008 Trip!   
This fundraiser will kickoff     Oct 

3rd!  Our final fundraiser is 
scheduled to begin Nov 14th. 

Students will receive  
information about the  

May 7-9 trip on October 24th 
along with directions on how to 

register for the trip. 
Please be aware a $75  

non-refundable deposit will be 
due by mid November to  

register your student. 
Ms. McElligott will be available at 

the Oct 25th Open House to      
answer any questions and/or 
register students for the trip! 

Mr. Kearns– PE 
     The 8th grade class has finished units on fitness, 
flag football, punt pass and kick, and speedball.  Stu-
dents that completed 40 or more pushups are as follows:  
Jordan Hummell, Brett Tedrow, Tyler Daniels, Wyatt An-
drews, Trey Bennett, Logan Kruzel, Jordan Hess, and Kris-
ten Powell.  Students completing 45 or more sit ups are 
as follows: Kendra Lee, Travis Tuttle, Brett Tedrow, 
Shelby Carlson, Paul Nostrant, Tyler Daniels, and Zach 
Weffler.  Students completing 30 or more laps in the 10 
minute run are as follows::  Wyatt Andrews, Zach Weffler, 
Natasha Gillespie, Kendra Lee, Cody Meeks, Tanner Carsey, 
Tim Smith, Brett Tedrow, Corey Sedwick, Jacob Puckett, 
Shelby Carlson, Kim Maynard, Jessie Kirk, Kayla Bartlett, 
Trey Gilden, Kaylee Wright, Jamie Swatzel, Jeff Gogel, 
Kristin Powell, Alishia Swiney, Keifer Friel, Tyler 
Thompson, Chuckie Whaley, and Michael Douglas.   
     We recently competed in an archery competition.  Ty-
ler Daniels won first place in the junior high division.  
He scored 137 out of 150.  Details and photo will appear 
in the next issue of the newsletter.   


